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DISCOURSE 


in praiſe of 


Antimony, 


and the Uertxes thereof. 


_ 4 @ LL expert Chymiſts have ſo commended 
this Mineral, that amongſt all che Stu. 
dents of the Art, there is not one, who 
doth not much admire it, and not with- 
out good cauſe : For amongſt all Mine- 
rals, Antimony alone hath received from 
Nature a Body compounded, and tem- 
pered with an 2dmirable proportion of 
- Elements. | The Elements have given 
it ſo great and ſecret vertues, asif they had endeavoured to rank 
it in the number of thoſe things, that have in them ſomething 
of Divinity. Seeing that this ſacred Lead hath power to make 
manifeſt the ſecret vertues of other Merrals : forit isa certain 
mild fire, that'can' preſerve not only the Bodies of Mettals, but 
even thoſe of Men. ' This is that fire which reſolves and pene- 
trates the metalline Bodies, ' Let us hear what P/e/s faith of it 
to Xiphilinns the Patriarch, who deſired to be inſtructed of him 
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(2) 
In fome ſecrets of Nature, Shall I (faith he) diſcover wnto 
ou the vertues that lie hid in the inward parts of Antimony ? or 
the ſacred Lead, Which Hippocrates kept ſo ſecret under the name 
of bus Tetragon* Where we may note, that P/e{zs called this 
Mineral facred, becauſe he well knew it to be the perfeRion of 
Nature, the illuſtrious light, and flower of fpiter : for there 
is in this Mineral -a certain incombuſtible Sulphur, which uſerh 
- tounice icſelf ro other Mettals, and to purifie their impure and 
combuliible Sulphur. Hence he is called the Governour of all 
Metcals, the light, and blood of Gold; becauſe he doth not 
only correc the imperte& Metrals, but alſo upon the Teſt pur- 
geth Gold it ſelf, and exalts his light and ſplendour. He is 
called alſo the Star of Afars, bec-uſe being joyned to Iron, it 
melts to a bright Metraliine, called the Star of Iron, and the 
ſtarry Regulus thereof, He claims lixewilſe to himſelt the name 
of Mercyry, andis called the ſhining Mercary, becauſe there 
is a very:near affinity between theſe cwo Minerals, He is aiſo 
called ex and Phoſphorus, becauſe he brings forth two Cu- 
pids, armed with different Arrows, whereot ſome are tipped 
with Gold, and ſome with Steel, in teſtimony of his affection 
both to Gold, and to Iron , wherefore his Father Satzrn hach 
adorned him as his Son, with ſeyeral titles.--- He isalled more- 
over the agneſia, becauſe Antimony barha certajm magneti- 
cal, or ſympathetick property, by- which He enclines to, and 
affets the Mettals, that he may impart tochem a greater per- 
fection : and this, much afcer that manner, by whith the Load- 
ſtone enclines to the Pole-ſtarre, and tends towards it perpe- 
rually. And to comprehend all in a word, Aztiypony with its 
magnetick quality, allures, as it were, all curious fpirits-to the 
ſearch, and itudy thereof, and effets this much, that when 
they have once known it, they have a defireto appropriate it 
to themſelves, and to exclude all others from the knowledge 
thereof. And this is the cauſe, why they impoſed ſo many 
names upon it, -and :diſguized this Mineral under the names of 
living creatures : as whenthey bid us, Take the black Lyon with 
Fparkling fie. y eyes, 'and Baſil Valentine calls it a Wolf, whoſe 
proceſs 1 will here inſert, that ſuch as can underſtand it, ma 
earn thereby to. make no contemptible Medicines for the healt : 
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of man. Take (faith he) the hungry ravenous Wolf, which 
ſubjebt to warlike Mats, bat originally « the ſon of Saturn, which 
ties in the Mountains, and Valleys, ready to dye for hunger, Caſt 
before him the body of the King, that he may ea e it, and when he 
hath devoured it, ca$t the Wolf himſelf into a great fire, and the 
welf will vaniſh away, and leave the King. behind him : Do this 
three times, and then the Lion, or King Will overcome the Wolf : 
and the Nature of the King delights much in the tinfture of the 
welf, becanſe of the affinity that is bet ween the Blood of theſe two. 
In this «peraticn, thow mayeſt obſerve a moſt pleaſant thing, fr 
when the Lion is glurted with the blood of the Welf,, he will ſhine like 
the Stn , and his inward vertne 1s very great, and very profitable 
for any verk, thiu wonldeſt effect therewith. Behold now the 
Mineral xcy, which isdelivered co us, chat we may not only 
open Mectal- with 1c, but wichal, that we may open our Eyes, 
and may be able to dijczrn as well the Internal Quzlities, as the 
Extern | ofthe $.cred Lerd.' This alſo is generally affirmed of 
Antiminy, th:t it 1s very beneficial to colour withall. - for there 
are d-a.vn wt 08 11 ſeveral colours, or tinAtures, not only to 
paint and beanie che Eyes with, but alſo ro itop their defluxi= 
ons: yea, arid co mitigate all ſharp humors, and inflimmartions, 
and to take away their cauſes. Rence the Jewiſh women made 
uſe of Antimony tor 3 Coſmetic, to paint their Eyes, and Faces 
with:l, for they endeavou ed to render themſelves pleaſing to 
the Aſſrians, Chaldeans, and e/£gyptians. Inthis reſpeR the 
Chaldees c:lled Antimony Cobol, and the Arabians Cobl, becauſe 
it beautifies che face :; as the Greeks allo called it Sribi, from its 
colour : for the Women did black their Eye-brows with it, as 
the cuſtom is in Twrky, at this day. - Galen alſo confeſſeth, that 
the Greek-womer- uſed itto the ſame end, and he teacbeth, that 
itis not only proper to paint the Browes, -but alſo to [top the de- 
fluxions of che Eyes. Whence he boaſts, that he had found a 
moſt excellent remedy to repell, and drie up all ſharp Rheumes 
that offend the tyes, and this remedy was therefore called an 
Opthalmic, and a Prophilafic, or Przſeryative of the Eyes, This 
Remedy was uſual amongſt all choſe people, who lived under the 
Romane government, .and was eſteemed infallible : not only to 


top defluxions, but toclear the Eyes, and to take away all ſpots, 
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2nd clouds, that hindred the fight. Hence it may appear, that 
Antimony ; was uſed inthe days of Galen, and principally by 
the phraſe Vpeſtimmizein in the Greek tongue, from Srimms, 
which ſignifies Antimony, becauſe they did put the Stimm: or An- 
timony upon their Browes, and painted them therewith, There 
were alſo many Phyſical Remedies madefor the Eyes, of Antime- 
»y, whereof ſome were ary, and ſome moyſt Confections,where- 
-with the ſight was ſtrengthened, and ſore Eyes very readily cu- 
red. Henceit appears that Ax:imony cleanſeth our Eyes, as well 
as Mettals,and certainly if the effeRs of it are ſo wholeſome, being 
outwardly applyed to the Eyes, what ſhall we think ofir, if it be 
miniſtred inwardly, and taken into the Body. Of a truth, it 
will no leſs ſtrengthen the ſtomack, if it be well prepared, for it 
curech all diſtempers of theinward parts,ſtrengthens the appetite, 
and giveth eaſe in all ſtitches, and pungent dittempers cauſed by 
Cholerick and Sharp-humors in the Gurtts, or Stomack, Arntime- 
ny was the Phenix of Hippocrates, but a Wiſeman muſt extraRt 
the ſecret, and ſupply himſelf with the knowledge of the Vertues 
thereof, out of its Aſhes, for there chey lie hid. For this Mineral 
.dothſo ſtrengthen, and ſtirr up nature, that ſhe can free, and diſ- 
charge her ſelffrom Bilious humors, which breed obftruRions in 
the Gutts, and ſtomach, and from thence diſperſe themſelves into 
other parts ofthe Body , This Mineral ſtirreth up four ſever:l fa. 
culties in ogr Bodies, whereby the Excrementsare expelled, and 
all peccant humors caſt out: for it purgeth by vomit, by ſtoole, 
it cauſeth us to ſweat, it trengthneth the principal parcs, and isa 
preſervative againſt poyſons. Theſe admirable vertues were the 
cauſe, why Hippocrates concealed this Mineral under the name of 
his Tetragon: and verily nature hath not produced any other 
Compound, wherein there is ſuch yertue and power to remove, 
and refolve obſtruRions in the Gutts, ſeeing nature hath not im- 
parted this faculcy to any other Body, but hath conferr'd it upon 
Antimony alone. Hence Baſil Valentine confeſſerh this Mineral 
to be moſt conducing, and agreeable to the principal parts of the 
Body, as the very Balſam, and Mumy of life : and he affirmeth, 
that there is not under heaven, a more excellent medicine, than 
what may be prepared out of A»timony, for.it expelleth poyſons, 
opers all obſtruRions, driveth out the ſuperfluities of the Blood 
. by 


by ſweat, and purgeth by ſtool, and vomit, moſt juſtly there- 
fore hd Hippocrates call Antimony his Tetragon, becauſe of its 
fourfold taculcies, and vercues : for it yomits, ic purgeth, it ſweat- 
eth, and it preſeryes, and ſtrengthens withal, . Galen: calleth 
thoſe ſhining filaments, or ſtreakes, which appear in An:imony, 
Plakgs : which diſcover, and manifeſt unto us, that Antimony is 
naturally full of Regu/xs, in which Regulus there are excellent 
Vertues : For by tus Ylaker Galen uud:ritood the purer, and 
brighter parts of the Aztimony, in which parts thoſe four medi- 
cinal faculties lodge, which mike upthe Terrageoy, Amonglt all 
Symproms of Dilcaſes, the moſt vehement is an extream pain of 
the head, which- procedes from: abundance of Bilious ſlimy hu- 
mors heaped up,. and impacted in the Gutts, where they cuuſe 
Inflammatioss. and ſuck ſtrong Obſtrutions, that ſometimes- 
the natural page downwardsis ſtopped, that che yery Excre- 
ments are purged out at the mouth : and in this cauſe ; Fppo- 
crates requires, that che patient: ſhould vomit every ſixth day, 
ſhould drink wine, . and be purged wich his 7etragos : in which 
TextGa/en,bath rightly obſerved, tbat by his Terragon Hippo- 
crates underſtood Antimony. For this Mineral being well pre- 
pared, roots out the Caules of this Symptom, namely, the Bilions- 
mours-impaRed in the Gutts, Itis plain then, . that FJippocra- 
zes by his Tetragor, meant Antimony, for this diſeaſe will not 
yield to any other Remedies: for purge the Patient with com-: 
mon Medicaments, as Helebore, and the like, and make him vo- 
mit never ſo often, yet the painin the Head ſhall ftitl continue, . 
for thoſe remedies cannot reſolve,. and expell the Bilious excre-, 
ments tliat cauſe it, therefore the Patient muſt be purged: 
with the Tetragon, foritis the property of this Mineral to reſolve 
Obſtructions, and purge them out both upwards-and down- 
wards, asalſo by — and to ſtrengthen the natural parts, 
which have been weakned by the peccant matter, And ſeeing 
this Mineral-is Diaphoretick withal, it doth by a gentle tranſpi- 
ration diſperſe, and expell thoſe noxious vapours and fumes, . 
which aſcend from the Stomack, and the peccant matter, up to 
the heart, andthe head, and cauſe thoſe troubleſome fymproms : . 
and theſe excellent effets made a famous Philoſopher call Ant;- 
won the Healing I4wmic of life. Others there were, who called: 
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Antimony the Ramm, and not without reaſon, for as the Ceele- 


ſtial Sun begins to be exalted in the Sign of Arves,. even {0 the 
Terreſtrial Sun, namely, Gold, is exalted and purged in Antimer 
», as we may underſtand by rhe Znigmarical proceſs of Z«ſ#l 
Valentine, formerly mention'd under the names of the Zyon and 
the elf. And there are thoſe who ſtick not to affirm, thatin 


Avztimony is hid the ſecret ofall ſecrets, as being the Marcaſice of 


Saturn. But this moreoveris worth out obſervation, rharthere 
are two ſorts of Autimony ; namely, the Male and the Female 
The Male is more impure, earthy, and of leſs weight ; but the 
Female is purer, more ſparkling and bright ; much heavier than 
the other, an4 hath more in her of a Metcalline nature ; whence 
we may conclude with Dioſcorides, that that Antimony is to be 
choſen tor the beſt, which hath in it certain ſhining'filafnents of 
ſtreaks, - and which being broken, the fragmencs will 'eafil 
crumble berween your fingers; and which hatch nor much eart 
mingled therewith, nor any extraneous, faeculent fupcrfluities. 
Moreover, there are made of: Antimeny ſeveral forisof Me- 
dicines, namely, the Creczs, or Miner:l Saffron ;"ithe Flowres; 
the Glaſs of Antimony;, the Antimenial Cups , 'the Butter ; \the 
Mercurins vite, or vomiting powder ; the Regwlns ,' the Gol 
aen Sulphur , the Salt, and Oy! made thereof by Relolution in a 
cold place; asalſo ſeveral kinds of Tin&ares.* For our part, we 


| know how to make four different TinRures of Antimony, where« 


of the one excells the other in vertue, according 40 the purity'sf 
the matter, whereof they are prepared.” Ihe ſame we lay of 
our ſweating powder : and theſe our Medicines cauſe no vomits 
at all, but work only by ſweating, and that kindly roo; and 
without any moleſtation or offence'to- the tomack-:- And at 
Cambridge there are many perſons who can atrelt this truch with 
me , asalſo here at. Londovy. We prepare alſo, beſides the Tin- 
Ctures, and the Diaphoretick, anocber Medicament;” which is 
a ruddy powder, and we call it the Theion of Hippocrates, and 
Our Panedon, b:cauſe it purgerh at all the Emun&ories, or piſ- 
ſages of the Body, by Vomit, by Stool, by Urine, by Sweat,” 
and an inſenſible tranſpiration, We prepare alſo'the Salt of* 
Antimony, which hath the ſame effeRs with our 7hecop, "this or-' 
ly.excepted, - that 'the Salt purgeth only downjvards, der 
an 
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and Urine, andin that reſpe& is better than our raddy powder 
for ſuch Patients, who _ endure-vomiting Medicines. ' Of 
all, and each of cheſe we ſhall now diſcourſe, that ſuch perſons 
who deſire to have them, may know what they are good for, 
and how chey ought to be taken, and in what quanticy. 
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Of the uſe and Doſe of our Antimonial 
Tincture. 


This TinQure is a $o0d and a ſafe Medicine, and may be taker 
inwardly, or applyed outwardly with much benefit > forit cures 
the Zeproſe, the French Pox, the Scarvy, all Fexvery, | the 
Faliing-Sickneſſe, the Drepfie, the Plagneg the Aſcazles, the 
Ttch, and ſuch other Dileaſes., In HMeagrims, and pains of the 
head, and rhe Hypocondriack melancholy, it avails' much. * It 
expells poiſons, cures thoſe - that are: Aſthmacical ; killeth 
Worms, and helps in many other diftempers, which cannotbe 
cured with Simples. It cleanſeth the Blood, emprtieth all vict- 
ous humours of the Stomack, brings down the Courſes, and 
maketh Barren Women fruicful ; inthe Gout alſo, -and che Stone, 
it is a commendable Medicine, The Doſe thereof is alterable, 
according to the age of the Patient, wherein alſo there muſt be 
a reſpe& hadro his ſtrengh, and to the violence of the Diſeaſe, 
Tolittle Children of 2, 3, 4, or 6 Monthsold, you may give one 
or twodrops in their Mothers Milk againſt y7orms, Itch, Feavers, 
Convulfions, Falling-Sickpeſs, or Meax/es, but to Children of 
one, two, orthree years old, you may give four drops in Milk 
or Wine, and you may ſafely repeat this Doſe every third or 
tourth day. Bur if you would only uſe this Medicine as a Preſer- 
vative, to prevent diſeaſes, then you may give it little Children 
twicea Month, and it will ſtrengthen them, and prevent the 
faid diſeaſes, by cleanſing their' Bodies, and purging out all bad 
humours, But to perſons of .15 years of age, to 24, you may 
gives, or 10dropsin ſugar'd Wine. Andro thoſe of 25, and 
ſo forwards to 50 years of age, you may give 10, 20, 0r 40 
drops : and always you may encreaſe, or diminiſh the A It: 
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cording to the age of the Patient, with reſpe& had to the ſtrength 
of the diſeaſe, and, his body. | .1n the Gout and the Stone, give 
iodropsin Wine or Ale every day, inthe morning faſting : but 
it the Pacicnt be very weak, giver: only every third, or tourth 
diy, and ſocontinue it tothe end of the Cure ; . but ler him with. 
all uſe a temperate dyet. In the wt 0h the French Pox, and 
the Scxrvy, rake this Medicine every day in the Morning ; but 
if the Patient be weak, then take it but every ſecond day, and that 
ſo long as you find it neceſſary. In the Faling-Sickzeſs and the 
Drepſie, ic 1sco be takenafter the ſame manner, But 1n inter 
mitting Feayers, take it an hour, or ſo, before the Fict , or when 
the Fitt is quite over and the Patients ſhould always in their or- 
dinary drinks cake ſome of our Spirit of Sale, in every diſtemper, 
Burt if it be,a quotidian. Feaver, then take the TinRure every 
morning. In peſtlential Diſeaſes, takea Doſe of it preſently, 
and repeat it every diy. But if you would uſe it only for a pre- 
ſervative to prevent the P /age, then take it but once a week, 
Inall other inward diſtempers, 'you muſt take-a Doſe of it inthe 
eginning of the diſcaſe,' and.continue it once every day till your 
diſtemper' be removed ,' and by this means all maladies may be 
cured, without putting the Patients to any pain. Our Diapho. 
retick powder is alſo effeual in all diſeaſes, wherein we have 
preſcribed the TinQure: and may be adminiſtred from one 
Grain t0.40, having always a reſpe& co theage, and ſtrength of 
the Patient. The beſt Vehicle to adminiſter it in, is Jalego 
Wine ; and let the Patient keepin his Bed to ſweat, as he muſt 
do alſo when he takesthe Tinture. And always in intermitting 
Feaversgive the Powder, as well as the Tinure, before the Fire. 
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of the Theion of Hippocrates. 


This is a moſt excellent Medicine againſt the Faling-Sickneſs, 
Feavers, Plague, Gout , Leprofie, French Pox, Pains in the 
Head, Meazles, and Melancholy; and in one word, it is a 
commendable Medicine in all kinds of diſeaſes, In outward 


Maladies alſo, as old Soresand Wounds, it effe&s mueh, __ 
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if the Patient be inwardly purged with it, Women with Child 
only excepted, for to them it mult not be adminiſtred, nor con= 
yeniently co any ſuch, who areſo far ſpent, and weakened with 
diſcaſes, thar they have nor ſtrengch enough left to cake Phyſick, 
The uſual Doſe to thoſe chit are not above 15 years, is from 
one Grain, to 3, 4,and 5. To choſe thar are of full age, and in 
the flower of cheir youc!), ſuch a Doſe is to be adminiſtred, as 
ſhall beable ro make them vomit; namely, 6, or $ Grains, but 
ifthe Pacient abborrsa Vomit, then let him take our Salt of A»- 
timony, whereof we ſhall ſpeak hereafter, To Infants, and lit- 
tle Children, young of age, the Doſe is from half a Grain, to 
one Grain, It may alſo be adminiſtred to new-born Children, 
againſt Convnalſons, and Epileptich Fitts, but the Doſe mult not 
exceed the bigneſs of the Seed of a Rape, andit mult be given in 
the Mothers Milk, But if the Child be ſtrong, and above half a 
year old, you may encreaſe the Dole, ſo as it may effeft ſome 
viſible opperation, and purge out the bad humours ; and by this 
means you may alſo prevent the Afeaz/es, and many other diſea- 
fes which uſe to afflit Children. Of a truth, by this Medicine 
all Maladies wherewith men are troubled, may beecafily cured, 
anda: a cheap rate, 


CC _— — 
— —— Es cy _ —— — ©*—— —_____———— 


Of the Salr of Hippocrates, 


This Salt of Antimony isin a manner better than the Theion of 
Hippocrates, and of a truch, it effe&s great matters, and many 
gricvous diſeiſes are cured therewith, lt ayails much againſt the 
Gout and the Stone, and isa very deſirable Medicine for ſuch as 
are afflicted wich chem. The Doſe of it is variable : to thoſe of 
full age, you may give one Scruple, ora little more to lictle 
Children, the Doſe is from one Grain, to 12, according as they 
are leſs, or moreinyears. It empries all bad humours, by a ve- 
ry gentle Purgation, which is worth our notice, The proper Ve- 
bicles to adminiſteritin, is Wine or Ale, or any Broth whatſo- 
EVeT. Glory be to God. 


Conſtantine Rhodocanacss Chienſss, 


